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CSAT-2011 Sample Questions
based on revised pattern of cs (p) Examination effective from 2011

The syllabus and pattern of Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination (CS(P)) has undergone significant changes with effect from 2011. These changes have already been intimated to the

public vide Press Note on 22nd October, 2010, which is available on UPSC website.

The Commission had also indicated in the Press Note that a set of sample questions for both the papers would be put up on the UPSC website, in due course, for reference of the

prospective candidates.

A set of 14 sample questions for Paper-I and Paper-II of the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination, on the revised syllabus and pattern, are given below. These questions are indicative

of the type of questions that may be constructed and used by UPSC in Paper-I and Paper II of CS (P) examination, 2011. However, neither the content nor the structure/type of questions

may be construed as being exhaustive or limiting the freedom of UPSC to set questions based on the syllabus prescribed for the examination.

It may be noted that as per the existing practice, both the question papers would be bilingual (English and Hindi), except for some questions specifically intended to test English Language

Comprehension skills, which would be in English only.

Some more sample questions may be put up subsequently.

Hindi version of the sample questions would follow. ............continue in page 2

India and Russia
to sign agreements

during Russian
President’s visit

India and Russia are likely to sign a number of agree-

ments in key areas of defence, civil nuclear cooperation, space

and economy during the visit of Russian President Dmitry

Medvedev beginning tomorrow. Talking to reporters in New

Delhi yesterday, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Vishnu

Prakash said the two sides will also look at ways to expand

cooperation in the field of hydrocarbons.

Enhancing economic relations will be another important

aspect of the visit as both sides feel that business ties are yet

to achieve their potential. Mr Medvedev, will hold talks with

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh tomorrow on a range of

bilateral and regional matters, including situation in Afghani-

stan and Pakistan, apart from global issues. Our correspon-

dent reports that both the countries have set a trade target of

20 billion US dollar in next five years.

Politics of Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast - the world'slargest cocoa producer — has been locked in a tense political standoff over who will be the

country's next president since a November 28 runoff resulted in claims of victory by both opposition leader Alassane Ouattara
and incumbent Laurent Gbagbo. International observers have backed Ouattara's claim to victory, while Gbagbo has largely
held on to the government's levers of power. The violence sparked by the competing presidential claims has many fearing a
return to civil war. That 2002-2003 conflict split the West African nation of 20 million into two.

A top official of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has called on Ivory Coast’s President
Laurent Gbagbo to step down to, in his words, stop the country from unnecessary bloodshed. His comment follows violent
clashes Thursday that left several protesters dead. Sonny Ugoh, communications director for the regional bloc ECOWAS, told
VOA there seems to be an international consensus to put pressure on Mr. Gbagbo to step down and hand power to former
Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara.

The Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) is a regional group of fifteen countries, founded in 1975.
Its mission is to promote economic integration in "all fields of economic activity, particularly industry, transport, telecommuni-
cations, energy, agriculture, natural resources, commerce, monetary and financial questions, social and cultural matters

A senior U.S. State Department official said  that Washington is prepared to impose sanctions on Mr. Gbagbo if he does
not step down. France and the African Union have warned the embattled leader he has just days to leave office and the
country.
History of Ivory Coast Conflicts

After achieving its independence from France in 1960 the Ivory Coast, or Côte d'Ivoire, became a model of political
stability and economic prosperity, avoiding many of the pitfalls that plagued other African nations experiencing the difficulties
of sovereignty. The country, which was divided religiously between a predominately Muslim north and predominately Chris-
tian south, was united under the strong leadership of Felix Houphouet-Boigny. During his presidency from 1960 to 1993,
Houphouet-Boigny cultivated close political ties with West that insulated the Ivory Coast from the turmoil associated with the
military uprisings and Marxist experimentations that characterized the region. By maintaining an environment of stability, the
Ivory Coast was able to develop its economy, attracting foreign investment and becoming the world’s largest producer of
cocoa.

In an effort to democratize the country, political opposition parties were legalized in 1990. Houphouet-Boigny won his first
contested election, beating out the candidate from the Ivorian Popular Front (IPF), Laurent Gbagbo. Upon Houphouet-
Boigny's death in 1993 his successor, Henri Konan Bedie, came to power. Bedie's rule faced a number of difficulties including
economic pressure from falling world market prices for cocoa and coffee, internal corruption that steeply reduced foreign aid,
and mounting political opposition. When Bedie placed restrictions on opposition party candidates before the 1995 election,
those parties boycotted. Despite winning the election, the legitimacy of his administration was damaged. During preparations
for the 2000 presidential election Alassane Ouattara, a Muslim who had served as Prime Minister under Houphouet-Boigny
announced his intention to run, sharply dividing the nation along religious and ethnic lines.

Before the election could take place, the Ivory Coast experienced its first military coup. On 25 December 1999, General
Guei ousted Bedie, who was forced to flee to France. Following the bloodless takeover, Guei formed a new government and
promised to hold open elections in late 2000. Tensions increased when the General's handpicked Supreme Court disqualified
all of the candidates from the 2 major parties by establishing the criteria that all candidates had to have 2 Ivorian parents and
never have held a nationality of another country. This barred Ouattara and his Rally of Republicans party, or Rassemblement
des Republicaines (RDR), from running after courts declared that his mother was from Burkina Faso. The RDR called for a
boycott, setting the stage for low election turnout in a race between Guei and Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) candidate Laurent
Gbagbo. When early polling results showed Gbagbo in the lead, Guei stopped the process, claimed polling fraud, disbanded the
election commission, and declared himself the winner.

Within hours Gbagbo supporters took to the streets of Abidjan, the main port of the Ivory Coast. A bloody fight followed
as crowds attacked the guards protecting the presidential palace. Many gendarmes and soldiers joined the fight against the
junta government, forcing Guei to flee. Gbagbo, who was thought to have been the real winner of the election, was declared
President. Having been excluded from the election, Ouattara's supporters, the RDR, took the streets calling for new elections.
More violence erupted as forces loyal to the new government joined the FPI youth to attack RDR demonstrators. Hundreds
were killed in the few days that followed before Ouattara called for peace and recognized the Gbagbo presidency.

On 7 January 2001, another coup attempt shattered the temporary calm. However in March 2001, Ouattara and Gbagbo
met for the first time following the violence between their supporters and agreed to work together towards reconciliation. Local
municipal elections later in March 2001 were conducted without violence and with the full participation of all political parties.
The RDR, who had boycotted the presidential and legislative elections, won the most of the local seats, followed by the
Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire (PDCI), which was the party of former President Bedie, and the FPI. Some economic aid
from the European Union

began to return by the summer of 2001, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) re-engaged the government. Ques-
tions remained surrounding severe human rights abuses by the government during the presidential and legislative elections of
2000. Once such instance occurred at Yopougon where police allegedly rounded up and executed 57 northerners during an
election campaign in 2000. All over the officers involved in the incident were acquitted. In August 2002, President Gbagbo
formed a de facto government of national unity that included the RDR party.

TIME Person of the Year
The prestigious TIME magazine released its choice for

the TIME Person of the Year accolade - Mark Zuckerberg.

You better know the name of this man, as there's a one-twelfth

chance that you might be using his product. We're of course

talking about Facebook - the social networking mega-site that

seeks to connect people over the internet. The article talks

about Zuckerburg's journey from being a 19 year old college

student at the Harvard University, where he started it as a pet-

project, to the current success of Facebook. The recently re-

leased movie 'The Social Network' captures the same story of

Mark Zuckerberg.

As of today, Facebook has 550 million registered users.

One out of every twelve people on the planet has a Facebook

account. It's a double-whammy moment for Mark, who not

only has a personal recognition but it is also reported side-by-

side that Facebook is named as the "best place to work". A

part of this is encompassed in the TIME's write-up where it

states that there aren't any special offices for people higher-up

in the company; there aren't any cubicles as well.

This is probably one of the rare times when Facebook is

actually in news for good. It otherwise has been thrashed on

many a regular occasion - from unlawful user data usage to

deleted photos still being accessible among a lot more. Ac-

cording to a survey, people don't trust Facebook but cannot

help themselves in avoiding its usage.
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PAPER-I

1. With reference to Simon Commission’s recommendations, which one of the following statements is correct?

(a) It recommended the replacement of diarchy with responsible government in       the provinces.

(b) It proposed the setting up of inter-provincial council under the Home Department.

(c) It suggested the abolition of bicameral legislature at the Centre

(d) It recommended the creation of Indian Police Service with a provision for increased pay and allowances for British

recruits as compared to Indian

3. Other than Jatropha curcas, why is Pongamia pinnata also considered a good option for the production of bio-

diesel in India?

1. Pongamia pinnata grows naturally in most of the arid regions of India.

2. The seeds of Pongamia pinnata are rich in lipid content of which nearly half of

oleic acid.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

4. If a potato is placed on a pure paper plate which is white and unprinted and put in a microwave oven, the

potato heats up but the paper plate does not. This is because:

(a) Potato is mainly made up of starch whereas paper is mainly made up of cellulose

(b) Potato transmits microwaves whereas paper reflects microwaves

(c) Potato contains water whereas paper does not contain water

(d) Potato is a fresh organic material whereas paper is a dead organic material

5. With reference to India, consider the following:

1. Nationalization of Banks

2. Formation of Regional Rural Banks

3. Adoption of villages by Bank Branches

Which of the above can be considered as steps taken to achieve the ‘financial inclusion” in India?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

6. Consider the following actions by the Government:

1. Cutting the tax rates

2. Increasing the government spending

3. Abolishing the subsidies

In the context of economic recession, which of the above actions can be considered a part of the “ fiscal stimulus”

package?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

PAPER-II

Read the following passage and answer the given questions. Your answers should be drawn from the content of

given passage only.

The economy of contemporary India is a great paradox. It is a strange combination of outstanding achievements as well as

grave failures. Since independence, India has achieved remarkable progress in overcoming its economic backwardness. From

being a very poor country in the 1950s and a ‘basket case’ in the mid 1960s, it has merged as the fourth largest economy in the

world (in terms of purchasing power parity). Our economy has become one of the fastest growing economies in the world.

Now the country is one of the leading players in the world knowledge economy with vast intellectual capital and booming

software and information technology services. While our country has joined the league of the world•fs top five fastest

growing economies, we are in the bottom 20 among all countries in terms of the Human Development Index. While the

country is celebrating its growth rate and technological wonders, it is witnessing social contradictions and the paradox and

ironies of development. Thus, there are ‘two Indias’ in contemporary India.

1. Why is the Indian economy considered ‘a great paradox’?

(a) It is a leading player in information technology services with low levels of literacy.

(b) There is poverty amidst plenty in agricultural produce.

(c) It is one of the largest economies with low human development.

(d) It has scientific achievements with social contradictions.

2. Why is India being referred to as a leading player in the world knowledge economy?

(a) India’s knowledge base in science and technology is one of the world’s best.

(b) India has huge reserves of human intellectual capitals and information technology services.

(c) India is among the World•fs five fastest growing economics and technology reserves.

(d) India has a huge reservoir of human capital and scientific knowledge export potential.

3. What does the author imply by the phrase ‘two Indias’ ?

(a) There is the India that has vast intellectual capital and

the other that is largely illiterate.

(b)There is the India of burgeoning growth and the India

of widespread want and misery.

(c) There is the India of progressive mindsets and the

other who are socially conservative.

(d)There is an India of outstanding achievements com-

bined with gigantic failures.

4. Consider the following statement and also the con-

clusions. Answer the question that follows:

Statement : Education is in the Concurrent List. The

State government cannot bring reforms in education

without the consent of Central Government.

Conclusion I : For bringing about quick reforms in

education, it should be in the State List .

Conclusion II: States are not willing to bring about

quick reforms in Education.

Which one of the following is correct?

(a) Conclusion .I only follows from the statement.

(b) Conclusion .II only follows from the statement.

(c) Both conclusions I & II follow from the statement

(d) Neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follow from the

statement

5. Five persons P, Q, R, S, T are sitting in a row. Q is

between P and T. To find who among them is in the middle,

which of the information given in the following statements

is/are sufficient?

1. P is left of Q and right of S.

2. R is at the right end.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Either 1 or 2

(d) Both 1 and 2

7. The following pie charts show that a man spends

10% on clothes, 20% on rent, 30% on food and rest on

miscellaneous items in the month of January and spends

15% on clothes, 25% on rent, 35% on food and rest on

iscellaneous items in the month of February.

Consider the following statements:

1. The money spent on food over rent in the month

of January is same as the money spent on food over rent in

the month of February.

2. The money spent on rent over clothes is same as

money spent on food over rent in the month of January.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Note: The following question would be in English Lan-

guage only to test English Language Comprehension.

8. Whenever I had occasion to indulge in these surrepti-

tious feasts, dinner at home was out of question. My mother

would naturally ask me to come and take my food and want

to know the reason why I did not wish to eat. I would say to

her, ‘I have no appetite today; there is something wrong with

my digestion.’ It was not without compunction that I devised

these pretexts. I knew I was lying, and lying to my mother. l

also knew that, if my mother and father came to know of my

having become a meateater, they would be deeply shocked.

This knowledge was gnawing at my heart.

Why did the author devise some pretexts not without

compunction ?

(a)He wanted to keep away from home some times.

(b) Surreptitious feasts thrilled him.

(c)Dinners outside were better than at home.

(d) He wanted to eat meat.     .........................end
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UPSC CALENDAR for EXAMINATIONS - 2011
S.No NAME OF EXAMINATION DATE OF LAST DATE DATE OF DURATION

NOTIFICATION FOR RECEIPT OF COMMENCEMENT OF EXAM

APPLICATIONS OF EXAM

1 COMBINED MEDICAL SERVICES EXAM 11.09.2010 11.10.2010    (MONDAY) 16.01.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

2 C.D.S. EXAM.(I), 2011 25.09.2010 25.10.2010 (MONDAY) 13.02.2011(SUNDAY) 1 DAY

3 N.D.A. & N.A. EXAM.(I), 2011 16.10.2010 15.11.2010  (MONDAY) 17.04.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

4 ENGINEERING SERVICES EXAMINATION 25.12.2010 24.1.2011 (MONDAY) 14.05.2011 (SATURDAY) 03 DAYS

5 CIVIL SERVICES (PREL) EXAM., 2011 19.02.2011 21.03.2011   (MONDAY) 12.06.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

6 INDIAN FOREST SERVICE    EXAM, 2011 12.03.2011 11.04.2011 (MONDAY) 09.07.2011 (SATURDAY) 10 DAYS

7 SCRA EXAM, 2011 19.03.2011 18.04.2011  (MONDAY) 31.07.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

8 N.D.A. & N.A. EXAM.(II), 2011 09.04.2011 09.05.2011   (MONDAY) 21.08.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

9 C.D.S. EXAM.(II), 2011 30.04.2011 30.05.2011   (MONDAY) 18.09.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

10 CENTRAL POLICE FORCES (AC) EXAM 28.05.2011 27.06.2011   (MONDAY) 09.10.2011 (SUNDAY) 1 DAY

11 CIVIL SERVICES (MAIN) EXAM., 2011 ----- ------  29.10.2011 (SATURDAY) 21 DAYS

12 I.E.S./I.S.S. EXAM., 2011 30.07.2011 29.08.2011   (MONDAY) 03.12.2011 (SATURDAY) 3 DAYS

13 GEOLOGISTS’ EXAM., 2011 13.08.2011 12.09.2011   (MONDAY) 03.12.2011 (SATURDAY) 3 DAYS

14 S.O./STENO (GD-B/GD-I) LTD. EXAM. 23.07.2011 19.09.2011  (MONDAY) 17.12.2011  (SATURDAY) 4 DAYS

NOTE : THE DATES OF NOTIFICATION AND COMMENCEMENT OF EXAMINATIONS/ RTs ARE LIABLE TO ALTERATION,

Nuclear Suppliers

Group (NSG) is a multi-

national body concerned

with reducing nuclear

proliferation by control-

ling the export and re-

transfer of materials that

may be applicable to

nuclear weapon devel-

opment and by improv-

ing safeguards and

protection on existing

materials.

It was founded in

1974 in response to the

Indian nuclear test

earlier in that year. The

test demonstrated that

certain non-weapons

specific nuclear technol-

ogy could be readily

turned to weapons

development. Nations

already signatories of

the Nuclear Non-Prolif-

eration Treaty (NPT)

saw the need to further

limit the export of

nuclear equipment,

materials or technology.

Another benefit was that

non-NPT and non-

Zangger Committee nations,

then specifically France, could

be brought in.

A series of meetings

in London from 1975 to

1978 resulted in agree-

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
ments on the guidelines

for export; these were

published as INFCIRC/

254 (essentially the

Zangger “Trigger List”)

by the International

Atomic Energy Agency.

Listed items could only

be exported to non-

nuclear states if certain

International Atomic

Energy Agency safe-

guards were agreed to

or if exceptional circum-

stances relating to safety

existed.

The name of the

“London Club” was due

to the series of meetings

in London. It has also

been referred to as the

London Group, or the

London Suppliers

Group.

The NSG did not

meet again until 1991.

The “Trigger List”

remained unchanged

until 1991, although the

Zangger list was regu-

larly updated. The

revelations about the

Iraqi weapons program

following the first Gulf

War led to a tightening

of the export of so-called

dual-use equipment. At

the first meeting since

1978, held at The Hague

in March 1991, the

twenty-six members

agreed to the changes,

which were published as

the “Dual-use List” in

1992, and also to the

extension of the original

list to more closely

match the up-to-date

Zangger list. A regular

series of plenary meet-

ings was also arranged

as was the regular

updating of the two key

lists.

India and NSG

In July 2006, the

United States Congress

allowed US laws to be

amended to accommo-

date civilian nuclear

trade with India. A

meeting of NSG mem-

bers on 21–22 August

2008 on an India-specific

exemption to the Guide-

lines was inconclusive.

Several member coun-

tries, including Austria,

Switzerland, Norway,

Ireland, and New

Zealand, expressed

reservations about the

lack of conditions in the

proposed exemption. In

another meeting on

September 6, 2008, the

NSG members agreed to

grant India a “clean

waiver” from its exist-

ing rules, which forbid

nuclear trade with a

country which has not

signed the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty

(NPT). The NSG’s deci-

sion came after three

days of intense U.S.

diplomacy. The ap-

proval was based on a

formal pledge by India

stating that it would not

share sensitive nuclear

technology or material

with others and will

uphold its voluntary

moratorium on testing

nuclear weapons. The

pledge was contained in

a crucial statement

issued during the NSG

meeting by India outlin-

ing the country’s disar-

mament and nonprolif-

eration policies.

Members

Initially the NSG

had seven members,

Canada, West Germany,

France, Japan, the USSR,

the United Kingdom,

and the United States. In

1976-77, membership

was expanded to fifteen

with the admittance of

Belgium, Czechoslova-

kia, East Germany,

Italy, the Netherlands,

Poland, Sweden, and

Switzerland. Germany

was reunited in 1990

while Czechoslovakia

broke up into the Czech

Republic and Slovakia

in 1993. Twelve more

nations joined up to

1990. Following the

collapse of the Soviet

Union a number of

former republics have

been given observer

status as a stage towards

future membership.

China became a member

in 2004. The European

Commission participates

as an observer. The

2009/2010 NSG Chair is

Hungary.

As of 2009 the NSG

has 46 members:

1. Argentina

2. Australia

3. Austria

4. Belarus

5. Belgium

6. Brazil

7. Bulgaria

8. Canada

9. China

10. Croatia

11. Cyprus

12. Czech Republic

13. Denmark

14. Estonia

15. Finland

16. France

17. Germany

18. Greece

19. Hungary

20. Iceland

21. Ireland

22. Italy

23. Japan

24. Kazakhstan

25. Latvia

26. Lithuania

27. Luxembourg

28. Malta

29. Netherlands

30. New Zealand

31. Norway

32. Poland

33. Portugal

34. Romania

35. Russia

36. Slovakia

37. Slovenia

38. South Africa

39. South Korea

40. Spain

41. Sweden

42. Switzerland

43. Turkey

44. Ukraine

45. United Kingdom

46. United States
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Macdonald Line

In the 1890s Britain

and China were allies and

Britain was principally

concerned that Aksai Chin

not fall into Russian

hands. In 1899, when

China showed an interest

in Aksai Chin, Britain

proposed a revised

boundary, initially sug-

gested by George

Macartney, which put

most of Aksai Chin in

Chinese territory. This

border, along the

Karakoram Mountains,

was proposed and sup-

ported by British officials

for a number of reasons.

The Karakoram Moun-

tains formed a natural

boundary, which would

set the British borders up

to the Indus River water-

shed while leaving the

Tarim River watershed in

Chinese control, and

Chinese control of this

tract would present a

further obstacle to Rus-

sian advance in Central

Asia. The British pre-

sented this line to the

Chinese in a Note by Sir

Claude MacDonald. The

Chinese did not respond

to the Note, and the

British took that as Chi-

nese acquiescence. This

line, known as the

Macartney-MacDonald

line, is approximately the

same as the current Line

of Actual Control.

Upon independence

in 1947, the government

of India used the Johnson

Line as the basis for its

official boundary in the

west, which included the

Aksai Chin From the

Karakoram Pass (which is

not under dispute), the

Indian claim line extends

northeast of the

Karakoram Mountains

through the salt flats of

the Aksai Chin, to set a

boundary at the Kunlun

Mountains, and incorpo-

rating part of the

Karakash River and

Yarkand River water-

sheds. From there, it runs

east along the Kunlun

Mountains, before turning

southwest through the

Aksai Chin salt flats,

through the Karakoram

Mountains, and then to

Panggong Lake.

In July 1, 1954 Prime

Minister Nehru wrote a

memo directing that the

maps of India be revised

to show definite bound-

aries on all frontiers. Up

to this point, the bound-

ary in the Aksai Chin

sector, based on the

Johnson Line, had been

described as

"undemarcated."

During the 1950s, the

People's Republic of

China built a 1,200 km

(750 mi) road connecting

Xinjiang and western

Tibet, of which 179 km

(112 mi) ran south of the

Johnson Line through the

Aksai Chin region

claimed by India. Aksai

Chin was easily accessible

to the Chinese, but was

more difficult for the

Indians on the other side

of the Karakorams to

reach. The Indians did not

learn of the existence of

the road until 1957, which

was confirmed when the

road was shown in Chi-

nese maps published in

1958.

The Indian position,

as stated by prime minis-

ter Jawalharlal Nehru,

was that the Aksai Chin

was "part of the Ladakh

region of India for centu-

ries" and that this north-

ern border was a "firm

and definite one which

was not open to discus-

sion with anybody".

The Chinese minis-

ter, Zhou Enlai argued

that the western border

had never been delimited,

that the Macartney-

MacDonald Line, which

left the Aksai Chin within

Chinese borders was the

only line ever proposed to

a Chinese government,

and that the Aksai Chin

was already under Chi-

nese jurisdiction, and that

negotiations should take

into account the status quo.

Trans Karakoram Tract

The Johnson Line is

not used west of the

Karakoram Pass, where

China adjoins Pakistan-

administered Gilgit-

Baltistan. On October 13,

1962, China and Pakistan

began negotiations over

the boundary west of the

Karakoram Pass. In 1963,

the two countries settled

their boundaries largely

on the basis of the

Macartney-MacDonald

Line, which left the Trans

Karakoram Tract in

China, although the

agreement provided for

renegotiation in the event

of a settlement of the

Kashmir dispute. India

does not recognise that

Pakistan and China have a

common border, and

claims the tract as part of

the domains of the pre-

1947 state of Kashmir and

Jammu. However, India's

claim line in that area

does not extend as far

north of the Karakoram

Mountains as the Johnson

Line.

The McMahon Line

British India and

China gained a common

border in 1826, with

British annexation of

Assam in the Treaty of

Yandabo at the conclusion

of the First Anglo-Bur-

mese War (1824-1826).

Subsequent annexations

in further Anglo-Burmese

Wars expanded China's

borders with British India

eastwards, to include the

border with what is now

Myanmar.

In 1913-14, represen-

tatives of Britain, China,

and Tibet attended a

conference in Simla, India

and drew up an agree-

ment concerning Tibet's

status and borders. The

McMahon Line, a pro-

posed boundary between

Tibet and India for the

eastern sector, was drawn

by British negotiator

Henry McMahon on a

map attached to the

agreement. All three

representatives initialed

the agreement, but Beijing

immediately objected to

the proposed Sino-Tibet

boundary and repudiated

the agreement. After

approving a note which

stated that China could

not enjoy rights under the

agreement unless she

ratified it, the British and

Tibetan negotiators

signed the Simla Conven-

tion as a bilateral accord.

Neville Maxwell states

that McMahon had been

instructed not to sign

bilaterally with Tibetans if
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China refused, but he did

so without the Chinese

representative present

and then kept the declara-

tion secret.

V.K. Singh argues

that the basis of these

boundaries, accepted by

British India and Tibet,

were that the historical

boundaries of India were

the Himalayas and the

areas south of the

Himalayas were tradition-

ally Indian and associated

with India. The high

watershed of the

Himalayas was proposed

as the border between

India and its northern

neighbours. India's

government held the view

that the Himalayas were

the ancient boundaries of

the Indian subcontinent

and thus should be the

modern boundaries of

British India and later the

Republic of India.

Chinese boundary

markers, including one

set up by the newly

created Chinese Republic,

stood near Walong until

January 1914, when T.

O'Callaghan, an assistant

administrator of NEFA's

eastern sector, relocated

them north to locations

closer to the McMahon

Line (albeit still South of

the Line). He then went to

Rima, met with

Tibetan officials, and

saw no Chinese influ-

ence in the area.

By signing the Simla

Agreement with Tibet, the

British had violated the

Anglo-Russian Conven-

tion of 1907, in which both

parties were not to nego-

tiate with Tibet, "except

through the intermediary

of the Chinese Govern-

ment", as well as the

Anglo-Chinese Conven-

tion of 1906, which bound

the British government

"not to annex Tibetan

territory." Because of

doubts concerning the

legal status of the accord,

the British did not put the

McMahon Line on their

maps until 1937, nor did

they publish the Simla

Convention in the treaty

record until 1938. Reject-

ing Tibet's 1913 declara-

tion of independence,

China argued that the

Simla Convention and

McMahon Line were

illegal and that Tibetan

government was merely a

local government without

treaty-making powers. In

1947, Tibet requested that

India recognize Tibetan

authority in the trading

town of Tawang, south of

the McMahon Line. Tibet

did not object to any

other portion of the

McMahon line. In reply,

the Indians asked Tibet to

continue the relationship

on the basis of the previ-

ous British Government.

Tibetan officials

continued to administer

Tawang and refused to

concede territory during

negotiations in 1938. The

governor of Assam

asserted that Tawang was

"undoubtedly British" but

noted that it was "con-

trolled by Tibet, and none

of its inhabitants have any

idea that they are not

Tibetan." During World

War II, with India's east

threatened by Japanese

troops and with the threat

of Chinese expansionism,

British troops secured

Tawang for extra defense.

China's claim on

areas south of the

McMahon Line, encom-

passed in the North East

Frontier Agency, were

based on traditional

boundaries. India believes

that the boundaries China

proposed in Ladakh and

Arunachal Pradesh have

no written basis and no

documentation of accep-

tance by anyone apart

from China. Indians argue

that China claims the

territory on the basis that

it was under Chinese

imperial control in the

past, while Chinese argue

that India claims the

territory on the basis that

it was under British

imperial control in the

past. The last Qing

emperor's 1912 edict of

abdication authorized its

succeeding republican

government to form a

union of "five peoples,

namely, Manchus, Han

Chinese, Mongols, Mus-

lims, and Tibetans to-

gether with their territory

in its integrity" However,

V.K. Singh cites the

presence of the Mauryan

Empire and Chola Dy-

nasty in regions India

does not place a claim to

but which were heavily

influenced by Indian

culture.

Parts of India's claim

line in the eastern sector

follows a modified ver-

sion of the McMahon

Line. The original line

drawn up by Henry

McMahon on the Simla

Treaty map starts at

27°44'30''N, starting a

trijunction between

Bhutan, China, and India,

and from there, extends

eastwards. Most of the

fighting in the eastern

sector before the start of

the war would take place

north of this line. How-

ever, India claims that the

intent of the treaty was to

follow the highest ridges

of the Himalayas. They

claimed that South of the

high ridges should be

Indian territory and North

of the high ridges should

be Chinese territory. In

the Indian claim, the two

armies would be sepa-

rated from each other by

the highest mountains in

the world.

Starting from the

1950s, when India began

patrolling this area, they

found that they at mul-

tiple locations, the highest

ridges fell north of the

McMahon Line as shown

in the treaty map and

their own maps, and they

modified their maps to

extend northwards to

include features such as

Thag La, Longju, and

Khinzemane as Indian

territory. Thus, the Indian

version of the McMahon

Line moves the Bhutan-

China-India trijunction

north to 27°48'N. India

would claim that the

treaty map ran along

features such as Thag La,

though the actual treaty

map itself is topographi-

cally vague (as the treaty

was not accompanied

with demarcation), and

the treaty includes no

verbal description of

geographic features nor

description of the highest

ridges.      .................end

Chinese premier Wen Jiabao visit to India
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Joint Parliamentary

Committee (JPC): What is

that? We explain

Mandated to inquire into a

specific subject, a JPC is

constituted either through a

motion adopted by one

House and concurred by

the other, or, through

communication between the

presiding officers of the two

Houses. The members are

either elected by the Houses

or nominated by the

presiding officers. As in the

case of other parliamentary

committees, they are drawn

from different groups. The

strength of a JPC may vary.

For instance, one JPC

comprised 15 members,

while two others had 30

members each. The Lok

Sabha share is double than

that of the Rajya Sabha.

The first JPC was instituted

to inquire into the Bofors

contract on a motion moved

by then defence minister K

C Pant in the Lok Sabha

on August 6, 1987.

What happens if the

term of a Lok Sabha

expires before a JPC

completes its work?

When a committee is

unable to complete its work

before the expiry of its term

or before the dissolution of

the Lok Sabha, it reports

that fact to the House. In

such cases, any preliminary

report, memorandum or

note that may have been

prepared by the committee

is made available to the

succeeding committee.

What are the powers of

a JPC?

A JPC can obtain evidence

of experts, public bodies,

associations, individuals or

interested parties suo motu

or on requests made by

them. If a witness fails to

appear before a JPC in

response to summons, his

conduct constitutes a

contempt of the House.

The JPC can take oral and

written evidence or call for

documents in connection

with a matter under its

consideration. The proceed-

ings of parliamentary

committees are confidential,

but in the case of the joint

committee which went into

"Irregularities in Securities

and Banking Transac-

tions", the committee

decided that considering

the widespread public

interest in the matter, the

chairman should brief the

press about deliberations of

the committees.

Ministers are not generally

called by the committees to

give evidence. However, in

case of the Irregularities in

Securities and Banking

Transactions probe again,

an exception was made,

with the JPC, with the

permission of the Speaker,

seeking information on

certain points from minis-

ters and calling Ministers

of Finance and Health and

Family Welfare.

The government may

withhold or decline to

produce a document if it is

considered prejudicial to

the safety or interest of

State. The Speaker has the

final word on any dispute

over calling for evidence

against a person or pro-

duction of a document.

The second investigative

JPC was set up to probe

Irregularities in Securities

and Banking Transactions

in the aftermath of the

Harshad Mehta scandal.

How many JPCs have

been there till date?

What have been their

findings? Has anyone

been convicted by

them?

There have been only four

investigative JPCs so far.

The first was instituted to

inquire into the Bofors

contract on a motion moved

by then defence minister K

C Pant in the Lok Sabha

on August 6, 1987. The

Rajya Sabha endorsed it a

week later. The committee,

headed by B

Shankaranand, held 50

sittings and gave its report

on April 26, 1988. Opposi-

tion parties boycotted the

committee on the ground

that it was packed with

Congress members. The

JPC report was tabled in

Parliament, but it was

rejected by the Opposition.

The second investigative

JPC, headed by former

Union minister and senior

Congress leader Ram

Niwas Mirdha, was set up

to probe Irregularities in

Securities and Banking

Transactions in the after-

math of the Harshad

Mehta scandal. The motion

was moved by then minister

for parliamentary affairs

Ghulam Nabi Azad in the

Lok Sabha on August 6,

1992. The Rajya Sabha

concurred with it the next

day. The recommendations

of the JPC were neither

accepted in full nor imple-

mented.

The third investigative JPC

was assigned to probe the

market scam. Then parlia-

mentary affairs minister

Pramod Mahajan piloted a

motion in the Lok Sabha on

April 26, 2001, to put it in

place. Senior BJP member

Lt Gen Prakash Mani

Tripathi (retd) was named

the chairman. The commit-

tee held 105 sittings and

gave its report on Decem-

ber 19, 2002. The commit-

tee recommended sweeping

changes in stock market

regulations. However, many

of these recommendations

were diluted later.

The last JPC was set up in

August 2003 to look into

pesticide residues in soft

drinks, fruit juice and other

beverages and to set safety

standards. The committee,

headed by NCP chief

Sharad Pawar, held 17

sittings and submitted its

report to Parliament on

February 4, 2004. The

Joint Parliamentary
Committee

Chitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh Rajput

Symbol for Indian

Rupee
The Union Cabinet has approved the symbol for the

Indian Rupee. This symbol will be used by all individuals/

entities within and outside India after its incorporation in

‘Unicode Standard’, ‘ISO/IEC 10646’ and ‘IS 13194’.A

public competition was held amongst resident Indian citi-

zens inviting entries for the symbol, which reflects and cap-

tures the Indian ethos and culture. Over 3000 entries were

received, which were evaluated by a Jury headed by the

Deputy Governor, RBI, which also included experts from

three reputed art and design Institutes. The entries were

presented to the Jury in such a manner that identity of the

competitors was not revealed to the Jury members.  The

Jury selected five final entries and also gave its evaluation

of these five entries to the Government to take a final

decision.The symbol will standardize the expression for In-

dian Rupee in different languages, both within and outside

the country.  It would better distinguish the Indian currency

from those countries whose currencies are also designated

as Rupee or Rupiah, such as Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka

and Indonesia. The symbol will be included in the “Unicode

Standard” for representation and processing of text, written

in major scripts of the world to ensure that the Rupee sym-

bol is easily displayed/printed in the electronic and print media

as all the software companies provide support for this Stan-

dard.  Encoding in the Unicode Standard will also ensure

encoding in the International standard ISO/IEC 10646 as

both the organizations work closely with each other.The

symbol will also be included in the Indian Standards, viz.

13194:1991 – Indian Script Code for Information Interchange

(ISCII) through an amendment to the existing list by the

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).  The ISCII specifies vari-

ous codes for Indian languages for processing on computers

along with the key-board lay outs.After encoding of the sym-

bol in the Unicode Standard and National Standard,

NASSCOM will approach software development compa-

nies for incorporating the Rupee symbol in their operative

software, as a new programme or as an update, to enable

the computer users worldwide to use the symbol even if it is

not embedded on the keyboards (in a similar manner, we

use the Euro symbol, which is not embedded in the key-

boards in use in India).   For incorporating the symbol in the

keyboards to be manufactured in India, the Manufacturers’

Association for Information Technology (MAIT) will enjoin

its membership to make requisite changes in the production

processes once the symbol is notified as a keyboard stan-

dard by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). The State

Governments would be impressed upon to encourage the

use of the new Rupee symbol and proactively promote its

use.The encoding of the rupee symbol in the Indian Stan-

dards is estimated to take about six months while encoding

in the Unicode and ISO/IEC 10646 will take about 18 months

to two years.  It will be incorporated in software packages

and keyboards in use in India.The symbol for the Rupee

would lend a distinctive character and identity to the cur-

rency and further highlight the strength and robustness of

the Indian economy as also a favored destination for global

investments.BACKGROUND :In view of the fact that the

Indian economy has been expanding at a sustained high rate

of growth, is steadily integrating with the global economy

and India has emerged as a prime investment destination

worldwide, it was decided to undertake an exercise for se-

lecting a distinct and identifiable symbol for India Rupee

(INR) like other major currencies such as US Dollar (USD),

British Pound Sterling (GBP), the Japanese Yen (JPY) and

the European Union (EU) Euro.The Symbol of Indian Ru-

pee approved by the Union Cabinet  on 15th July, 2010.

The Design for the symbol was submitted by Shri D Udaya

Kumar.

Opinion Editorial

report confirmed that soft

drinks did have pesticide

residues and recommended

stringent norms for drink-

ing water.

The last JPC was set up in

August 2003 to look into

pesticide residues in soft

drinks, fruit juice and other

beverages and to set safety

standards.

Why does the

Opposition want a JPC?

The Public Accounts

Committee of Parliament is

supposed to conduct a

detailed examination of the

reports of the Comptroller

and Auditor-General

(CAG), scrutinising the

yearly accounts of the

Government. Having 15

members of the Lok Sabha

and seven members of the

Rajya Sabha, the chair-

manship of the PAC con-

ventionally goes to a

nominee of the main

opposition party. The PAC

calls upon ministries to

explain cases of financial

irregularities. The Opposi-

tion argument is that the

2G spectrum scam goes far

beyond accounting. A JPC

can spread its net wider

and go into the larger

gamut of allocation and

look into the role of various

players. More, once a JPC

gets going, it would help

the Opposition keep the

heat on the government

through consistent report-

ing of proceedings. The

moot point is that PAC

chairman Murli Manohar

Joshi is already waiting in

the wings to go into the

CAG report. In case the

government accepts the

demand for a JPC, in

effect, it may mean both a

JPC and PAC.
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India, France

agreements

India and France have

signed seven agreements

with a focus to give a big

push to the bilateral civil

nuclear cooperation on

December 6, 2010.

The key agreement was

on construction of two 1650

MW nuclear power reactors

in Jaitapur in Maharashtra,

which marks the first such

plant to be set up in India

after the Nuclear Suppliers

Group ended New Delhi’s

isolation in the field in 2008.

The General Framework

Agreement for building the

European Pressure Reactors

was signed between the

Nuclear Power Corporation

of India Limited (NPCIL)

and French company Areva.

The plant, which is

intended to have six reactors

in all at the cost of 25 billion

dollars, will ultimately

produce 10,000 MW of

power. The two sides also

signed agreement between

Department of Atomic

Energy (DAE) and France’s

atomic energy commission

CEA for cooperation in the

field of nuclear science for

peaceful usage of its energy.

They also signed a pact of

early works agreement for

construction of nuclear

reactors. Another pact on

maintaining confidentiality of

technical data for peaceful

usage of nuclear energy was

also inked. A MoU between

Indian Space research

organization, ISRO and

France’s Centre National

D’etudes Spatiales (CNEc)

was signed besides a pact on

co-production of films.

France asked Pakistan to

fight terrorism determinedly

and applauded India’s effort

to normalise relations with

Pakistan. France also urged

Islamabad to develop and

live in peace along side India.

The French President

Nicolas Sarkozy was replying

questions from reporters

after his delegation level talks

with the Prime Minister Dr.

Manmohan Singh. He

pledged all out support to

India in dealing with the

menace of terrorism

threatening world peace and

security. He also lauded

India’s role in development

of Afghanistan. Terming

India as a strategic political

partner he asserted India has

not been so far given the

right full place in the world

fora and reiterated France’s

support to Indian bid for

permanent membership of

the UN Security Council.

The Prime Minister Dr.

Manmohan Singh said that

the two countries have

decided to enhance

cooperation in Defence

sector. Paris has agreed to

provide technical expertise

for modernizing Defence

sector in India. In reply to a

question on upgradation of

fighter plane Mirage, he said

an agreement has been

reached on the issue. Dr.

Singh said that the two

countries have decided to

enhance investment in

education and culture and

research and development

areas. Dr. Singh said that

India will open soon a

cultural centre in Paris. He

added that India and France

set a trade target 12 billion

euros by 2012. He added

that France will open a

centre of excellence at IIT

Rajasthan. Giving details of

the discussions Dr. Singh

said that the two sides

discussed the important

issues of terrorism and

climate change.

During his stay in

National Capital Mr. Sarkozy

will call on the President,

Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil

at Rashtrapati Bhawan and

will also exchange views with

UPA Chairperson Sonia

Gandhi. He will also attend a

reception by the French

Community in Delhi.

The French President

will leave for Mumbai

tomorrow to pay homage to

the victims of 2008 terror

attacks and confer french

honours to senior executives

of Oberoi and Taj Hotels for

their extra ordinary services

during the attack. Before

leaving for home on same

evening from Mumbai, Mr.

Sarkozy will also deliver the

valedictory address at the

Indo French business meet

which is expected to be

attended by over 300

business leaders from the

two countries.

Indian middle

class

 The Asian middle class,

powered by India and China,

is fast replacing Europeans

and Americans as the global

consumers who anchor the

world economy, says a new

study by the Asian

Development Bank.

India’s booming middle

The Gujjars Agitation
About two lakh nomadic Gujjar and Bakarwal

families in Jammu and Kashmir are being brought

under the Public Distribution System (PDS). “They

will be issued temporary ration cards so that they

get rations while migrating from one place to an-

other without any difficulty,” said the state’s Minis-

ter for Consumer Affairs and Public distribution,

Qamar Ali Akhoon. This meets their long-standing

demand as due to their migratory nature “they had

not been receiving benefits of different government

schemes launched for the BPL families,” said the

Minister.

Scarcity of food articles during migration and

at high altitudes has been the bane of these nomadic

people. The problem is expected to get more or less

mitigated by extending PDS cover to them.

Currently a sizeable population of Gujjars and

Bakerwals of Jammu and Kashmir are engaged in

seasonal migration from the upper reaches of the

Northwestern Himalayas to the foothills and plains

of Jammu division. They are a common sight on vari-

ous highways and roads moving along with their

herds of livestock during these days History.

It is believed that Gujjars and Bakerwals were

basically Rajputs who are said to have migrated for

various reasons from Kathiawad region of Gujarat

to Kashmir. Kalhana in his history of ancient Kash-

mir, Raj Tarangni, mentions about these people liv-

ing on the borders of Kashmir in 9th and 10th centu-

ries. It is said that some centuries ago they adopted

the Muslim faith. They divided into two profession-

ally different sects of Gujjars and Bakerwals. They

remained in oblivion till 17th century when Gujjars

became high officials in Poonch. One of these offi-

cials Rah-Ullah Khan even established Sango dy-

nasty of Gujjars in 18th century in the area but it

remained short-lived.

The Gujjars and Bakerwals, the third largest eth-

nic group in Jammu and Kashmir, constitute more

than 20 per cent population of the State. They are the

state’s most populous Scheduled Tribe having a popu-

lation of 7,63,806 as per the 2001 census. They are

mostly concentrated in border districts of Rajouri and

Poonch followed by Anantnag, Udhampur and Doda

districts. Inter-marriages are common between

Bakerwals and Gujjars.

Gujjars together with Bakerwals continue to be

a unique community with their own social, cultural

and linguistic identities. They spend most of the sum-

mer season in the picturesque upper reaches of Pir

Panchal ranges relishing natural life in lush green

meadows and pastures. However, living in far-flung

and difficult areas has affected their cultural, eco-

nomic and political empowerment and had led to

their backwardness.

Gujjars are mostly herdsmen of buffaloes, many

of them possessing minor pieces of land on the moun-

tain foothills. Many of them own barrack-type shel-

ters made of wooden logs called ‘Dhokes’ on the up-

per reaches. Bakerwals, who belong to the same eth-

nic stock, largely depend on sheep and goats for their

livelihood.

Being landless and houseless, they live nomadic

lives moving with their baggage on horses and flock

of goats and sheep guarded by ferocious dogs in

search of green pastures. Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru on

seeing a group of Bakerwals at Pahalgam in south

Kashmir instantly described them as the ‘king of

jungles’.

The Central Government notified the Gujjars and

Bakerwals in Jammu and Kashmir as Scheduled

Tribes in 1991. This has greatly helped them in their

educational and economic empowerment by provid-

ing equal opportunities and avenues with special

privileges of reservation, so that they could fight their

economic, social and political backwardness. The

Government has been prioritising the education of

these nomadic communities at the grass-roots level

to arm their children with education and knowledge

to enable them to avail the benefit of reservation.

Gujjar and Bakerwal hostels at the District level with

free boarding and lodging facilities up to 12th class

have been provided. Many more are in the pipeline.

The Gujjar and Bakerwal students are also benefit-

ing from the Girls hostels and model schools set up

in educationally backward areas. Each of the 4,206

SC and ST girl students were given 3,000 rupees schol-

arship sanctioned by the Centre during the last fi-

nancial year. It is possible to avail the reservation

provided for them in employment and vocational

institutions only with their educational empower-

ment.

Moreover, this has also helped in preserving the

Gujjar identity. Decades of efforts to promote Gojri

language both at official and non-official levels have

made remarkable contribution. Gojri has been intro-

duced in school curriculum upto 12th standard. Be-

sides the Jammu and Kashmir Cultural Academy

and Gojri programmes of Radio Kashmir, the sus-

tained contribution of non-governmental

organisations like the Gurjar Desh Charitable Turst,

Tribal Foundation, Gujjar Centre for Cultural Heri-

tage and other Gojri organisations have made sig-

nificant contribution in preserving and promoting

the ethnic and linguistic identity of Gujjars in Jammu

and Kashmir.

But that is not the case with their counterparts

in Pak Occupied Kashmir (PoK). With the opening of

LoC in Poonch and Uri sectors for people to people

contact since November 2005, the visit of the mem-

bers of Gujjar community living in PoK to meet their

relatives on the Indian side of the LoC has been a

revelation. One of the visitors Abdul Ghani from Trar

Khal in PoK has said, “I am immensely pleased to

see my relatives working on significant positions in

the government and holding important positions in

the political parties in Jammu and Kashmir”. An-

other visitor Choudhary Mohammad Sharief, a

Gujjar also from Trar Khal, has said “The symbols

of our culture like folk songs, folk music, traditions

and age old rituals are missing on our side which

are well visible in Jammu and Kashmir.”

The Gujjars and Bakerwals are brave and cou-

rageous people and always helped the Indian Army.

In 1965, a Gujjar Mohd. Din of Tosemaidan area near

Tangmarg in Kashmir valley was the first to inform

the authorities of Pakistani infiltrators’ presence.

Lauding their role UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi

has said “The Gujjars have already fought during

1965 and 1971 wars and today they are fighting mili-

tancy and subversion in Jammu & Kashmir.”

Geetha Johri’s report
As the Central Bureau of Investigation closes in

on former Gujarat minister of state for home Amith

Shah in connection with the Sohrabuddin fake en-

counter case, it is said that the agency has relied a lot

on the report by the Gujarat crime investigation

department. It was this report by then CID boss

Geetha Johri that blew the lid off the role played by

several police officers of Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh

in the encounter. Vicky Nanjappa investigates

How it all began

In the year 2006, under inquiry number 66/2006,
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an inquiry officer by the name V L Solanki submit-

ted a report to the inspector general of police, Gujarat

state CID (crime), that he along with K K Pandya

and C V Christian had visited Hyderabad on July 2,

2006.

They also visited Nagda, Ujjain and Indore be-

tween July 24 and 27, 2006. During their visits the

statements of the relatives of Sohrabuddin and also

certain photographs of Sohrabuddin and Kausar Bi

were obtained.

The statements of the relatives prima facie con-

clude that on November 22-23, 2005, Sohrabuddin

and his wife Kausar Bi were travelling from

Hyderabad to Sangli in a bus.

The inquiry officer also recorded the statements

of several witnesses. These witnesses who were co-

passengers in the same bus identified the deceased

and they said the duo were sitting in seat numbers

29 and 30.

It is also clear from the statement that around

1.30 am, at about two kilometres ahead of Tandola

village, a Qualis  van bearing registration AP-11

(complete number not known) intercepted and

stopped the bus; in the meantime, a Tata Sumo also

reached there.

Two persons got down from the Qualis and said

it was a police checking. Three men with revolvers

also got down from the Tata Sumo and entered the

bus and picked up two men and one woman.

It is also said in the inquiry report that on No-

vember 24, 2005, Rajasthan police officials named

Dinesh M N, superintendent of police, Udaipur;

Abdul Rehman, police inspector, Pratapnagar police

station; Himanshu Singh, sub-inspector; and Shyam

Singh, sub inspector; met D G Vanzara, deputy in-

spector general, operations, Gujarat Anti Terrorism

Squad, and other police officers and discussed about

the activities related to Sohrabuddin.

Vanzara admitted that on an intelligence input

regarding the whereabouts of Sohrabuddin, a team

consisting of Dinesh M N and Rajkumar Pandiyan,

superintendent of police, ATS, laid a trap for

Sohrabuddin between Narol and Vishala toll naka

on the highway.

On November 26, 2005, around 520 hours,

Sohrabuddin came on a motorcycle at the place of

offence and was identified by N H Dabhi, police in-

spector, who tried to stop and apprehend him. But

Sohrabuddin slipped and opened fire on the police

party and tried to escape. In counter, the police team

fired at Sohrabuddin and was rushed to civil hospi-

tal where he was declared dead.

In this connection an FIR (Ist C.R. No. 5/2005

u/s 120B, 121, 121A, 122, 123, 307, 186, 224 of IPC

and Sec. (I-B) A of Arms Act and Sec. 135 of B.P. Act)

was lodged in the ATS police station itself. The ATS

themselves investigated the matter and filed a clo-

sure report in the form of abetted summary.

It is important to note here that normally such

cases of police firing are registered at the local police

station whereas the ATS has been declared a special

police station for registering offences against the state,

Arms Act and NDPS Act.  

It is further significant to note that the said FIR

alleged that Sohrabuddin was likely to kill Bharatiya

Janata Party  leaders.

Second Interim Report of Preliminary Inquiry

No. 66/2006 dated 7/12/2006

The enquiry officer recorded the statements of

the below mentioned witnesses which is part of this

report:

One of the persons who was travelling on No-

vember 22-23, 2005, in the same bus as a co-passen-

ger with his family said that a Qualis car overtook

and stopped the bus. Two persons carrying weapons

came out of the Quallis, and thereafter a Tata Sumo

came.

Three persons, who were looking like policemen,

came inside the bus, and said that it was a police

checking and took away two men and one woman

from the bus. The said witness identified by photo-

graphs that out of the three, two of them were

Sohrabuddin and his wife Kausar Bi.

Third Interim Report of Preliminary Inquiry No.

66/2006 dated 15-16/12/2006

The Inquiry Officer in his third interim report

mentioned the versions of the following witnesses:

A resident of Ahmedabad in his statement dated

December 15, 2006, stated that on November 25, 2005,

his motorcycle no GJI DM 8039 was stolen from out-

side his residence and he lodged an FIR of the said

incident at Amraiwadi police station. After two to

three days, the said witness came to know from a

newspaper report that his motorcycle was lying in

the ATS office and was recovered from a person who

was killed in a police encounter.

A resident of Gandhinagar in his statement

dated December 14, 2006, stated that on November

23, 2005, M L Parmar, deputy superintendent of po-

lice, ATS, called the witness on mobile and asked to

arrange for a farmhouse for a secret investigation.

Constable Santram Sharma made an arrangement

of a farmhouse named Disha Farm, Jamiyatpura vil-

lage, near Adalaj, Gandhinagar, belonging to

Girishbhai Chhotalal Patel.

On November 24, 2005, M L Parmar called

Sharma on mobile at around 1830 hrs and asked the

location of Sharma, who was at Koba circle in

Gandhinagar. Parmar requested Sharma to be there

and in 10 to 15 minutes.  

Parmar came in a Qualis which had a light over

it. A white colour Maruti car also came along with

the said Qualis, in which a driver and three persons

were sitting. Parmar requested Sharma to show the

farmhouse and they reached there between 1845 and

1900 hrs. At that time, an employee of the farmhouse

was also present. Sharma stated that some police-

men came out of the Qualis with a man whose face

was covered and was handcuffed. There was a

woman along with them in a burkha.

They were taken to the office of the farmhouse.

At that time some more policemen also got down

from the Maruti car. Chaube was a policeman in the

said team. On November 25, 2005, Sharma visited

the farmhouse, where the door of the office was closed

and outside three to four policemen were present in

plain clothes.

On November 26, 2005, at around 0800 hrs

Girishbhai called Sharma and requested to take the

lady with burkha from the office of the farmhouse to

any other place.

Sharma requested the same to Parmar, and at

around 1000 hrs, on the instruction of Parmar, the

lady with the burkha was taken in a Maruti with

some policemen. On the same day, at around 1115

hrs, Parmar called Sharma on his mobile and re-

quested him to come to the civil hospital along with

a respectable person. So Sharma, along with a friend

Naresh Patel went to the civil hospital and went to

the postmortem room and met Parmar. Parmar

showed them a dead body with a bullet wound on

his head and made Naresh Patel a panch witness.

Thereafter, Parmar informed Sharma that he is

the same person who was kept at Disha farm

alongwith a woman with burkha and as the

Rajasthan police came to take him, he tried to escape

class — or, those who spend

anywhere between $2 and

$20 ( 93 to 930) a day on

purchasing power parity

basis — is now spurring

consumption and innovation

in the country, said the study,

The Rise of Asia’s Middle

Class, released.

However, more than

three-fourths of India’s 274

million-strong middle class

face the risk of slipping back

into poverty in the event of a

major economic shock as

they are in the lowest

spending bracket of $2-4 (

93-186) a day. Over the next

two decades, the Indian

middle class population is

expected to touch one billion,

it said.

And 55% of the world’s

middle class will be in Asia

by 2030, up from 25% now.

The study found that

Asia’s consumers spent an

estimated $4.3 trillion (in

2005 purchasing power

parity dollars), or about one-

third of OECD consumption

expenditure, in 2008 and by

2030 will likely spend $32

trillion, comprising about

43% of the worldwide

consumption.

China had 817 million

people, or 63% of its

population, in the middle

class bracket in 2008.

Slum population

to rise by 19%

by 2011: Report

There will be about 19

percent increase in the Slum

population in the country by

end of 2011. It was 75.26

million in 2001 and is

expected to touch over 93

million by 2011. The

assessment is based on the

census of slum population in

over five thousand cities and

towns across the country.

These details are part of

Pronab Sen Committee

report released by the

Minister for Housing and

Urban Poverty alleviation

Ms. Selja in New Delhi

today. The Committee was

appointed by the government

to look into various aspects

of slum statistics. It has

recommended adoption of

appropriate indicators for

identifying the slum.

The committee submitted

its report on 30th of last

month. Ms Selja said that the

committee has also

recommended for

formulation of a policy for

counting the slum population

even in cities having less than

20 thousand population. This

she said is important to

achieve the goal of slum free

India under the Rajiv Awas

Yojna.

Global Nuclear

Energy Centre

The country’s first

Global Centre for Nuclear

Energy, an initiative

announced by Prime

Minister in April, will come

up in Bahadurgarh town on

the border of Haryana and

Delhi. The Centre will be set

up on priority basis at 125

acres while 80 acres will be

kept for residential plots.

The project will take

minimum three years to

complete, said project

director Dr J P Shrivastva,

who led a six-member-team

that visited Jassaurkheri and

Kheri Jassuar villages on

Friday. Four schools will be

established here to carry out

research in the field of

nuclear security, radiological

conservation and use of

radiostopes techniques, he

said, adding that the Centre

would be set up on the

pattern of Bhabha Atomic

Reseach Centre, Mumbai.

The state-of-the-art

facility will conduct research

and development of design

systems that are intrinsically

safe, secure, proliferation

resistant and sustainable.

Shrivastva also expressed

satisfaction over the

connectivity of the site for

the proposed centre.

The prime minister had

announced setting up of the

Centre while addressing the

plenary session of the

Nuclear Security Summit

convened by US President

Barack Obama in

Washington in April.

Mercury’s

youngest vol-

cano found

Scientists analysing data

from Nasa’s Messenger

spacecraft say they have

located some of Mercury’s

most recent volcanic activity.

This indicates that rather

than being a tiny, long-dead

planet, as scientists had

assumed, Mercury was

volcanically active for much

of its “life”. The researchers

say it also sheds light on how

other planets in our Solar

System evolved. The

findings are described in the

journal Science. The

irregularly shaped depression

in the centre could have been
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and was shot dead in an encounter. His name is

Sohrabuddin and he had come to kill Gujarat Chief

Minister Narendra Modi. The said witness Sharma

identified Sohrabuddin and Kausar Bi from the pho-

tographs.

Girishbhai Chhotabhai Patel, owner of Disha

Farm, in his statement corroborated the aforesaid

story and statement of Satish Sharma. Dineshbhai

Visabhai Koli (Patel), an employee of Disha Farm in

his statement corroborated the aforesaid story and

statement of Satish Sharma and Girishbhai Patel.

Nareshbhai Ranchhodbhai Patel, the panch witness

corroborated the aforesaid story.

Fourth Interim Report of Preliminary Inquiry

No. 66/2006 dated 22/1/2007

The inquiry officer again visited Hyderabad

and this time Geetha Johri too was present. They con-

ducted an inquiry of the cleaner of the bus who iden-

tified the deceased persons.

The inquiry officer thereafter came back to

Ahmedabad and on January 17, 2007, recorded a

statement of Ajaykumar Bhagwandas Parmar, an

armed police constable, who was working in ATS

from 2002 to March 2006 as a personal assistant of

Rajkumar Pandiyan.  

Parmar stated that on November 20, 2005, while

he was on duty in the office of ATS Ahmedabad, at

around 1700 hrs Pandiyan instructed him to be ready

to go out for some operation for two to three days

along with Dabhi.

On 20/11/05 Dabhi and the other officers ar-

rived at Hyderabad in a private Qualis car. After

reaching Hyderabad, Dabhi from his mobile called

Rajkumar Pandiyan and after talking to him, went

to the CISF office at Hyderabad and also went to the

residence of Radhakrishnan (an IPS officer of Gujarat

cadre, now on deputation to CISF, Hyderabad), ex-

SP Gandhinagar, where they reported to  Rajkumar

Pandiyan who was present there.  

Santram Sharma, a commando stayed along

with Rajkumar Pandiyan and the other four persons,

ie, Dabhi, Jadeja, Ajaykumar Parmar and

Gurdayalsingh stayed in CISF’s rooms.

On November 22, 2005, Dabhi contacted

Pandiyan and then they met up at the IPS mess in

Hyderabad where the latter was staying. Later Dabhi

instructed Parmar to make two fake number plates

for the Qualis and the same was prepared at

Hyderabad.

Rajkumar Pandiyan instructed Parmar to meet

him at the ATS office after having his dinner, and as

per the said instruction, Parmar reached the ATS of-

fice.

Thereafter, on November 26, 2005, at around

03.30 hrs in the night DIG Vanzara, Pandiyan, Dabhi

and the officers of Rajasthan police and some police

personnel in the government vehicles left the ATS

office.

At around 04.00 hrs in the night Dabhi called

Parmar and instructed him to bring the Hero Honda

motorcycle lying in the backyard of the ATS office to

the Narol circle.

In about 25 minutes, Parmar reached the Narol

circle, where the vehicles of ATS including the ve-

hicles of Vanzara and Rajkumar Pandiyan were

parked and all the aforesaid officers were present

there.

At that place, ie, between Ahmedabad circle and

Vishala circle toll naka near main feeder GEB line,

Vanzara, Pandiyan and Rajasthan SP Dinesh M N

were discussing something.

At that time in a Maruti car, Parmar, Chaube

brought Sohrabuddin there. At that time, a sub-in-

spector of Rajasthan police took away the above-men-

tioned motorcycle brought by Parmar, drove it for a

short distance and jumped from the motor cycle, and

the motorcycle fell down. At that time Sohrabuddin

was pulled out of the Maruti car by Chaube and was

thrown on the road. Police Inspector Abdul Rehman

from his service pistol fired two rounds, ASI Ram

Singh one round, ASI  Himanshu Singh two rounds

and PI  Dabhi three rounds on Sohrabuddin.

Sohrabuddin was lying in a pool of blood. There-

after Vanzara instructed Parmar to take Sohrabuddin

to the civil hospital. During this

operation, Sohrabuddin did not fire any round from

any weapon.

It is also stated by Parmar in his statement dated

January 17, 2007, that subsequent to the encounter of

Sohrabuddin, Kausar Bi, who was brought alongwith

him, was not seen. It is stated by Parmar that after

two-three days of the said encounter, he was told by

Jadeja, the driver of ATS, that Kausar Bi was burnt

and killed in mountains near DIG Vanzara’s Hillol

village of Sabarkantha district.

Another witness, a head constable, in his state-

ment of January 19, 2007, stated and corroborated

the aforesaid facts disclosed by Parmar.

The killing of Tulsiram Prajapati

Tulsiram Prajapati was at that time lodged in

Central Jail, Udaipur and was brought under escort

of Udaipur police to attend a date in the court of 13th

Metropolitican Magistrate, Ahmedabad, in connec-

tion with an offence registered.

After the hearing, Prajapati was escorted back

in a train on December 27, 2006, at about 0205 hours.

The train was stopped at Himatnagar. It transpires

that two men allegedly fired and threw chilly pow-

der in the eyes of the policemen and thereby suc-

ceeded in securing the release of Tulsiram Prajapati.

Having escaped, Tulsiram Prajapati, as per po-

lice records, was allegedly next sighted in

Banaskantha district on December 28, 2006, at 0500

hours and was killed in a police encounter.

In brief, as per the FIR, on December 28, 2006,

at 0500 hours, Pandya, Police Sub-Inspector of Spe-

cial Operation Group, Banaskantha district along

with a posse of policemen consisting of Rajasthan and

Gujarat police were patrolling in Ambaji town, and

at 0430 hours they proceeded towards Sharhad

Chapri road.

At that time they saw three individuals tried to

stop a Matador car, which was travelling ahead of

them. The Matador did not stop. The three individu-

als then tried to stop the police jeep as they came

abreast. At that point of time, as per the FIR, ASI

Naransinh Fatehsinh Chauhan recognised one of the

three persons as Tulsiram Prajapati, who took out a

weapon from his waist and fired at the jeep.

As per the police version, the bullet hit the mud-

guard on the left side of the jeep. All the three then

started running away and on being chased, two in-

dividuals escaped under the cover of darkness,

whereas one individual, namely Tulsiram Prajapati,

stopped running, turned back and fired at the police

party. In return PSI Pandya fired two rounds while

ASI Naransinh Fatehsinh and PC Yudhveersinh

Nathusinh of Rajasthan police also fired, which in-

jured Tulsiram Prajapati, and on being brought to

Ambaji Hospital, he was pronounced dead.

caused by a volcano

The new data have

emerged from Messenger’s

recent third flyby of

Mercury, ahead of the craft

going into orbit around the

planet in 2011.

This flyby revealed a

basin that had been formed

by a relatively recent impact.

The basin has been named

“Rachmaninoff”.

“With the first flyby, we

found evidence of volcanism

all over the planet, which

was pretty exciting,” said Dr

Louise Prockter, from Johns

Hopkins Applied Physics

Laboratory in Maryland,

who led the research.

“But now we’ve done

some age dating on this

particular impact basin; it’s

one of the youngest on the

planet and there are signs of

volcanic activity [in it] that

happened after the basin

formed.”

The age of this volcanic

activity can be estimated

only very approximately by

examining the texture of the

surface; the more overlaid

impact craters, the older the

surface structures are

estimated to be.

Dr Prockter said: “This

volcano is about two billion

years younger than we would

have expected. And it’s

possible that when

Messenger gets into orbit,

we’ll find younger areas of

volcanism. “We want to

know: was this a last gasp?

Or is this more common than

we thought?”

Planetary close-up

Dr David Rothery, an

Earth scientist from the UK’s

Open University in Milton

Keynes, said the findings

could reveal clues about the

evolution of our own planet,

and even of those outside

our Solar System.

He told BBC News:

“Mercury is very close to the

Sun, and when we’re looking

for planets around other stars

- exoplanets - those that are

closest to their stars are the

easiest to see. “So similar

processes to those on

Mercury might occur on

exoplanets.” Messenger has

revealed Mercury’s surface

in high resolution

Dr Prockter explained

that, because Mercury is

such a small planet, scientists

would have expected it to

“kick out” all of its heat very

early on in its life.

The surface area of the

planet is relatively large in

relation to its volume, so all

the heat generated

underneath the surface

should have escaped quickly.

Dr Rothery said: “We

want to know what has kept

Mercury going; it’s clearly a

much more dynamic planet

that we expected.”

Magnetic storms

In the same issue of

Science, James Slavin, a

space physicist at Nasa’s

Goddard Space Flight Center

in Maryland, and colleagues,

described evidence of very

intense “magnetic

substorms” on Mercury.

These occur on other

planets, including Earth,

bceause of the planet’s

magnetic field. This protects

our planet from the hot,

charged gas particles that

flow away from the Sun as a

“solar wind”.

When the solar wind

reaches the Earth it is

deflected by the field. As a

result, Dr Slavin explained,

“part of the Earth’s magnetic

field gets pulled downstream

by the solar wind to form a

very long comet-like

magnetic tail”.

When conditions are just

right, the solar wind can

sometimes “load” that tail

with many more lines of

magnetic force to a point

where it becomes unstable.

At Earth this loading goes

on for about an hour before

the tail’s magnetic lines

suddenly “break-off” - a

portion return to Earth, while

the rest are carried off by the

solar wind.

Messenger will go into

orbit around the planet in

March 2011

“The energy given up

during this unloading drives

the heating and acceleration

of charged particles in the

tail,” explained Dr Slavin.

“This process produces

the majestic auroras that can

WHAT’S YOURE

REQUIRED

FOR COMPETITION


